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Notes from the Chalr

This year
has seen
significant

changes n
school  with
the appoint-
ments  of

H e a d
Teacher,
Deputy  Head  Teacher,
Bullding  supervisor and
Adwmin  Officer  amongst

others. This has proved a
challenging time for the
school and | am grateful to
the staff, pupils and parents
for thelr patience and wnder-
standing during this time.
[ am also grateful to the
Governing Body, who as-
sisted with all the processes

The vole of a school Governor—could it be for you?

we have been through; it
certainly has been a steep
learning curve.
You will agree that the ap-
polntment of Mrs Bentley
has already been beneficial
for the school and | am con-
fident that the new leaoler-
ship team will toke the
school  from  strength  to
strength,  continuing  to
develop  the outstanding
education owr children re-
celve.

[ am sure

This year has also seen the
disruption caused by the
childven's centre building
works and again, we are
grateful for everyone's pa-
tlence  throughout  these
works. The wew building

has transformed the Look
of the school and over the
coming months the school
will, n lialson with the
local authority, develop the
services  offered, placing
the school at the heart of
the community.

Tim Roblnson and Chris
Brown unfortunately have
restoned from the Govern-
ing Body having served
for & years on behalf of the
school. 1 would like to
thank them for all thelr
havd work and wish them
well. This does, however,
wean that there will be a
vacancy for a parent Gov-
ernor from September and
[ would encourage you all

to constder appLg'm@.

Whose who tin
Your Governing
Rod Y:

Lea Representatives:
Chrls Brown

Patricin Barnsley
Roger Linsteao

Parent Representatives:
Kevin Corke—chatr
Tim Roblnson

David Curtls

Savah Patterson

Debbie relana

Guy Willatt
Community Governors:
Scott Green—Vice chalr
Nicola dldlock

Staff representatives:
Evmumn Bentley

Helena Burman

Helen Cartwright

New Logo § Website:

The school have recently re-lawnched
the website, with the bnclusion of Lots

The vole of a governing body is far
reaching and vital for school bmprove-
ment; we deal with lssues vaised by
pupils, pavents and staff and are ve-
sponstble for the setting and upkeep of
policy documentation. The budget is
also set and wonitored bg the Gover-
nors. A wmajor part of our role is as a
“critical friend” to the Hend teacher and
management of the school and are en-
cowrnged to ask “searching questions”
and challenge the school tn order to get
the best possible education for the pu-
pils.

AlL declslons are taken coLLectL\/eLg and
no single Governor s responsible for
any decision.

A full governing body meeting is
held about once a term and the 2 sub
committees (premmises § finance and
curvieulum) also meet once each terme.

A covernor serves for a period of four
Years.

Although the size of the governing
ooy Ls set vacancies do become avail-
able; please do get tn touch with the
school or the Chatr of Governors
(Kevin Corke) if you are interested in
becoming a school governor.

Finally, we are Your school’s Govern-
ing Body, how are we doing, n order
to bprove we welcome Your feedbacie.

wmore information, newsletters and
many photographs; do take a look

at: www.ecelesall-infants.co.uk

Along with a new website comes a
new school Logo, formed from an
amalgamation of five different chil-
dren's designs  Incorporating  the
motto “Happy  Children,  Happy
School”
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Ave we still outstanding?

The easy answer to the above question is YES, we are an outstanding school, but how do we kinow? It Ls nearly three years
sinee our last OFSTED inspection and much has changed since thew. Many people do not realise that a school is Looked at
closely once a year by an independent professional and this year she considers Ecclesall infant School to be outstanding
in all areas. This judgement is made following a rigorous process Looking at all aspects of the school. The key groups of
people responsible for this ave the staff, parents and pupils who all work tirelessly to make EIS such a great school, thank
ow all for the contributions that you all malce.

Above: detail from The Sea (Y=)
Below: self portraits (FS)

(CT: Mrs Lindop Leads on
ICT in the curriculum, and
as n the world outside
school, ICT is becoming a
part of every aspect of
school  Life. This veflects
that there (s wo dedicated
ICT curvieulum; nstead &
ls used to emhance other
areas  of the syllabus.
Examples  with  which
parents way be familiar
include the Sensory Roowm
n school, and Stmdg Wiz,
the website that is belng
used by teachers to put
tallored  activities and
nformation for each class
or year group. More widely,
the school is looking at how
[CT can be used to enhance
communteation  with
parents, for example by
texting closure
the

school
information  over

winter.

Each subject area within school is “paired” with a “link governor”. Link governors go
into sehool to observe and talk through issues related to specific subject areas with the
teacher responsible for that area of the curviculum. Governors do not tnspect, they are
there to offer support to try to ensure the best possible education for the children. Below
are the reports from subject Link governors.

Avt:

Teaching of art and ole-
sign s based on the Cur-
rieulum for the Founda-
tlon Stage and the Na-
tional Curviculum’s Pro-
gravmme of Study.

The Foundation Stage
focuses recognising
shape, colowr and explor-
lng texture and form in a
wide variety of media. n
Key sStage 1, (CT s
among many tools used
to support the creation of
tmages.  Stimull for art-
work tnclude the environ-
ment, a famous artist or

ow

Mustie:

For whole class  wmusic
teaching, Y1 and Y2 staff
use a book anp CD sup-
ported schewe called Music
EXpress.
cialists find it very useful.
Last year a set of ‘sing-a-
long’ Chs were used for the
Foundation Stage to sup-
port them bn thelr music
lessons and has proved very
successful.  This has now
been extended to bnclude Y1
and 2.

Now wmusic spe-

n the Autumn term the Y2
classes took part ln the (n-
fant  Sinoing  Initintive
which  bavolved  a  profes-
teacher
coming into each Y2 class

stonal  singing

painting, a watwal  or
man-wmade object or art
from other cultures.

Art projects are flexible
anol ave integrated  Lnto
the six terms of the school
year; three half terms of
Art and three of Design
and Technology.

For example:

n Year Two the autumn
term  covered the artist,
Hewrl Matlsse and The
Sen’.

W the spring term Afri-
can art was studied and
was integrated into cross-

over a pertool of 12 weeks. It
was  very useful for Y2
staff to work with a special-
st singing teacher and
develop new  skills  them-
selves. The children learned
a variety of singing tech-
niques and produced a var-
led  vepevtolre  of  songs,
which they performed in a
whole school concert to show
off thelr newly acquired
skills.

The school provides violin,
keyboard and guitar Les-
sons via the Schools Musie
Service.

The Recovder Club contin-
ues to thrive. Some percus-
ston players have been Lnte-
grated into the ‘Ecclesall

curvieular subjects of Af-
ricon Dance and geogrn-
phy.

The final term's study is
van Gogh's ‘Sunflowers’.
This is part of a wider sci-
ence based investigation
on plants and animals,
part of which Includes
growing a variety of
seeds. These themes are
broadly followed each year
though previous art sub-
Jects have covered Aborigi-
nal art, sculpture, tie dye,
Bandhanl Patterns  ano

mn ng ovre.

nfant School Band’, which
has alrendy performed at
Celebration Assemblies.

Martin Stmpson working
during “arts week May
2010.



http://www.ecclesall-infants.co.uk/

Maths:

Mrs  Brooks leads
on Maths tn the currvicu-
L. Althouoh SATS are
welghted towards mumber
manipulation (+-x,), the
natlonal  framework  for
maths  also  emphasises
key life skills via shape §
space, and
data handling. From wnext
September,  Key  Stage
Owne teachers (Y2) will be
Assessing  Pupll

measuring

ustng

s]aec’mt Educational
Needs:

Again this pear all the
stoff at Ecclesall nfant
school contlnue to abm to
Ldentify children with spe-
ctal educational weeds as
early as possible. As soon
as a weed has beew Ldenti-
fied oppropriote action, as
relevant to the particular
ehild, s then taken. AlL
staff are involved in pro-
viding appropriate activi-
ties for childven of all
abilitles n closs overseen
bg our Senco  (Spectal
Educational  Needs  Co-
ordinator), Miss Broad-
head. Childven may also
vecelve  support  from
teaching assistant and, in
some cases, from external
ngencies such as learning
Support,  speech thempg,
ete. At all thwmes parents
are  lnvolved and  kept
fully tnformed of the sup-
port belng provided and
action  taken. This year
varlous  staff  wembers
have attenoed  further
training on different as-
pect of special educational
needs ensuring that as a
school we contlnue to help
children with special edu-
cational needs achieve thelr
potential by  providing
appropriate  learning  ac-
tivities and high quality
support.

Progress, a tool that helps
ensure full covernge of the
natitonal
well ns efficlent wodern-
tlon between closses. We
expect very good results
this year, but Maths will
still be a priovity wnext
year, which wmeans wore
tralning  for staff and
more information for par-
ents on the way Maths ls
being taught tn school.

currieulum  as

ent  focus

En ‘”LU Years:

Theve are & aveas of learn-
ng in the Foundation
Stage curriculum. These
are Personal, Soclal ano
Development,
Communication,  Lan-
guage and  Literacy,
Mathematical  Develop-
ment,  Knowledge  and
understanding  of  the

L'Lterlza@.

Emotional

tivities .

Litern ok

This year, as always, there has been a Lot
going on in this area. Miss Broadhead took
over the vole of Literacy co-ordinator anc
has been on trabning relating to this and
has met with other Literacy co-ordinators in
our family of schools to discuss approaches
to Literacy).

At Ecclesall infants Reception classes follow
the Foundation stage curriculim with as-
sessment against the 4 areas of the Founda-
tlon Stage Profile: Language for Communi-
cation, Linking Sounds and Letters, Read-
ng, writing. Y1 and Y2 follow the Na-
tional Currieulum/Primary Framework for
Literacy.

AlL children have a daLLg phonles Llessom
following the stages set out ln Linking
Sounds and Letters.

we are fortunate that we have many par-
ents who can help tn school and each week
all classes have parent helpers in to enable
chiloren to select books to take home from
the school Libm%.

This year there has been a whole school focus
on writing with staff developing how they

world, Phgs’bcm Development
and Creative Development.

(writing,
construction, PC's ete), the chil-
dven arve then free to move
around the activities as they
wish. The Teaching statf woni-
tor the children making de-
tatleot observations and taking
photographs to use as evidence
of an individual's progression
though the foundation stage.

Phonics is taught daily and a
weekly) focus on Nwmeraey §

use of the outdoor arven and
Jungle’ provide extra space for
teaching and swmall group ac-
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Foundation stage provision is
based on 207 direct teaching
andl 20% continuous provision.
Actlvities are set up within the
classroom each having a differ-

Phgs’wm Education:

Participation and \/W’Le‘cg
was the Rey to a success-
ful sports week, incluol-
ing the annual
Olympics”.  Having the
oppovtumtg to participate
in  so many actlvities,
from cricket to cheerlead-
ing and hockey to hula
hooping there really was
something for everyone,
all helped bg the tireless
enthustasm  shown bg
conches anol willing vol-
unteers  navited  n to

creative, “Yaind

school., brLLLLchLg ovgan-
tsed bg MLiss Burman

nssess and mwoderate this.

This year has also seen some spectal Liter-
acy events:

I October the Y2's were Lnvited to visit the
Junior School whewn they were visited by the
poet Tony Mitton. This was enjoyjed by all
and it was great for the children to be able
to weeet a publisheo poet.

on World Book Doy each class had a Book
Swap. This was a great way to share
around books that have been enjoyed but
are no longer needed.

- The Y2's vecently took part in the weet-
woool  Gardens storytelling project. Each
class went down for half a day and the
session Lnvolved storytelling based on the
house and gardens when it was a boys
school (1€61), wade peg doll puppets relat-
ing to the story, planted a seed to take
away and played some games to finish. A
fantastic time was had by all.

Recently Eeclesall nfants have signed up
to the ESCAL accredited school award
(Bvery Sheffield child Avtleulate and Lit-
erate by the age of 11). This underlines our
contlnued commitment to the development
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Extras!

It s often those areas of schools that go
begovwl the curviculum that wmake a
school stand out; it ls a credit to Mrs
Bentley and all the staff, that such tm-
portance is given to enhancing the cur-
riculum for the chilolren wherever possi-
ble, and making the wost of the wonder-
ful facilities that are enjoyed at school.
The sensory room, under the guidance of
Mrs Uindop, has become many “places”
over the last year, from an under water
world to a venue sultable for world cup
football. This valunble vesources has in-
spired wmany children and brought to life
places that are just beyond the possibili-
ties for school visits!

A spectal folder, including many photo-
graphs, specifieally for parents to look
through is kept in the entrance area.

Mawny of the extras that are available to
our school ave patd for by the amazing
fundraising efforts of the EPA and the
covernors would Like to thank all mem-
bers of the commnittee for thelr tireless
work onee again this year.

Sclence:

wnder the Leadership of Mr Caleutt, Sci-
ence continues to be a subject that ex-
cites and engages the children. The
highlight of the year for Sclence was
pavticipation in National Sciemce and
Englneering week, where a theme of
“Earth” interpreted as “Jungles”; activi-
ties vanged from computer based ve-
search on the habitat and feeding of
pandas to discussions about the layers
and animals of the jungle. First hand
experience was passeot on to the children
from Mr Caleutt, who willingly shared
anecdotes from his own Jungle adven-

tures!

Religious Education:

The chiloren’'s R € Llessons reflect the fact that veliglous traditions in Great
Britain ave n the main Christion, and ot the same thme take account of the
teachings and practices of the other main religlons. Lessons ave based, as
required, on the Agreed syllabus of the local standing Advisory Counctl
for Religlous Education. Lessons begin to develop children’s understand-
ing of four world faiths: Christianity, Judaism, (slam and Hinduism.
These lessons play an tmportant part tn the children’s spirvitual, woral, so-
clal, cultwral and citizenship education. Work in R € develops children’s
awareness of spivitual anod woval ssues arising tn thelr Lives; understand-
ing of religlous traditions; and ability to deseribe and reflect on thelr own
experiences. Lessons therefore help the chiloven to learn both about and from
veliglons. Visits planned for next year include Y1 to Ecclesall Parish chureh
oand Y2 golng to a local mosaue as well as a viear coming in to school to
work with Foundation Stage, these will enrich the chiloven’s understand-
ing in RE. Teachers link RE work effectively to other subjects such as
English, Art and ICT. Though not part of the RE syllabus, at times, assem-
blies make a valuable contribution to children’s RE.

linise closer with the subject Lead-
ers in the Junlor School to ensure

History § Geography:

The subjects of History and Geog-
raphy are leadt bg Mrs Marshall.
The chtldven Learn about thelr Local
aren  and thelr wumediate sur-
roundings of the school itself as
well as places further afleld such
as Africn. The toples are linked
closely with other curriculum ar-
eas in orvder to develop a wmore cross
curviculor opproach, MeLp’mg the
children to makes links n thelr
learning. The History holds a

progression.  and  contlnuity in
both these exciting subjects.

strong link to areas velevant to
today’s children; Llearning about
how people in the past used to holi-
olag, what toys were ]:Lageol with
and the houses that they Lived in.
The currieuluom s brought to Life
through visits and guests coming
nto school. Theve are plans to

children’s centre:

Year 2 Children visited Abbegmte
Industrial Hamlet where they took
part in a Victorian Day! Children
dressed up n Vietortan style cloth-
ing and had a Living history les-
son where they visited a classroom,
washed med\rg and learnt how to
eut hay using traditional tools!

Ecclesall Children's Centre alms to linlse with stakeholders and Multl
professional agencies to provide quality provision to meet the changing
needs of our commuwi’c@. we will provide early) support tn order to enable
the children within the commuwﬁtg to maximise thelr full potential in
line with the Bvery Child Matters agenda. Our Children's Centre will be
an tntegral part of owr Infants School and will also provide outrench
support to the wider commumtg of Ecclesall, Greystones, Bents Green

and Huwnters Bay.

There will be an open morning for pareNts and the local comwu/tmtg to
explain more about the Children's centre on Friday 17th September from

9-11am.
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